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INFORMATION LETTER 


PUBLICATION OR: REPRODUCTION NOT PERMITTED 


No. 399 Washington, D. C. April 11, 1931 


TOMATO TARIFF REDUCTION NOT APPROVED 


The President has returned to the Tariff Commission with- 
out his approval the reports on its investigations on cherries, 
sulphured, or in brine, and tomatoes, prepared or preserved in 
any manner, submitted under date of March 12, 1931. The 
President's letter, under date of April 1, stated: 

“I am returning without approval, the reports of the Com- 
mission on tomatoes, prepared or preserved in any manner, and 
on cherries, sulphured or in brine. No criticism of the work of 
the Commission, either direct or indirect, is implied but this 
investigation was of necessity based upon conditions maintain- 
ing before the emergency created by the drought and in some 
cases upon data over a period of so short experience as make it 
desirable that the Commission be afforded more time. 

“I should like it therefore if the Commission would under- 
take to review the facts upon the basis of the forthcoming crops 
and make another report.” 


In the case of cherries, sulphured, or in brine, the Commis- 
sion recommended that the rate of duty on unpitted cherries 
fixed by the Tariff Act of 1930, viz., 5 cents per pound, be re- 
duced to 3 cents per pound and that the rate of duty fixed by 
that act on pitted cherries, namely, 914 cents per pound, be re- 
duced to 6 cents per pound. The Commission’s recommendation 
was based on costs for the crop years 1929 and 1930, but its find- 
ings with respect to unpitted cherries were based upon a calcula- 
tion of the relationship between the duty on cherries with pits 
and with pits removed. This procedure was found necessary 
because there had been no imports of cherries with pits for some 
five years prior to July, 1930, and imports from the period, July 
to November, inclusive, were not substantial in volume. 

After an investigation by the Tariff Commission in 1927, 
President Coolidge raised the rate of duty on cherries, sulphured, 
or in brine, stemmed or pitted, to 3 cents a pound, effective Jan- 
uary 2, 1928. 
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In the case of tomatoes, prepared or preserved in any man- 
ner (canned tomatoes and tomato paste), the Commission recom- 
mended that the rate of duty fixed by the Tariff Act of 1930, 
viz., 50 per cent ad valorem, be reduced to 25 per cent ad 
valorem—the maximum decrease permissible under the statute. 


Canned tomatoes under the act of 1922 were dutiable at 15 
per cent ad valorem and tomato paste at 40 per cent ad valorem. 
The Commission in 1929 reported to the President the results of 
an investigation concerning these commodities. The President 
did not approve the findings in the earlier report of the Commis- 
sion that the duty on canned tomatoes should be increased from 
15 per cent ad valorem to 22!% per cent ad valorem, and the rate 
on tomato paste decreased from 40 per cent to 20 per cent ad 
valorem. 

The present investigations were ordered to be made by the 
United States Senate by a resolution passed July 16, within one 
month of the passage of the Tariff Act. The Commission had 
no option or discretion but to proceed with the investigations 
as ordered. 

The rates of duty imposed by the Tariff Act of 1930 on these 
commodities will therefore remain in force unless changed as a 
result of further investigation or by legislative action. 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


For the week ending April 4, weekly figures available to the 
Department of Commerce showed an increase of bank debits out- 
side of New York City of 11.7 per cent from the preceding week, 
but this was still under the corresponding period in 1930. Total 
loans and discounts of Federal Reserve member banks decreased 
fractionally from the week previous, and were under the figuures 
for the same week last year. 


Interest rates for both time and call money remained at the 
same level as quoted for the week previous. Both rates were ma- 
terially lower than a year ago. 

The number of commercial failures as reported by R. G. 
Dun & Company decreased by 16.1 per cent in respect to the pre- 
vious week, but were in excess of the number reported for the 
same week last year. 


Wholesale prices, as measured by the Fisher composite in- 
dex, continued the decline which started during the preceding 
week, after remaining on the same level for a three-week period. 
The composite index was at the lowest point so far this year. The 
prices of agricultural products declined fractionally from the 


a 
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week previous, and prices of non-agricultural products declined 
for the second consecutive week. 


Car Loapinas 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous L.C.L Other 
Week ended March 28 740,079 286,951 222,528 230,600 
Preceding week . .. 741,042 283,778 222,227 235,987 
Corresponding week, 1930... 885,324 355,576 245,265 284,483 
Corresponding week, 1929 969,196 418,962 266,139 284,005 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN MARCH 


The volume of department store sales increased in March by 
approximately the estimated seasonal amount, according to the 
preliminary figures reported to the Federal Reserve Board. The 
Board’s index, which makes allowance for seasonal changes, was 
97 for March, compared with 98 for February and 97 for January. 
In comparison with a year ago, the aggregate value of sales in 
March, according to the preliminary figures, was 3 per cent 
smaller. In making the comparison with a year ago, however, 
allowance should be made for the fact that on account of the 
early date of Easter this year sales during March included a 
much larger part of the Easter buying than they did last year, 
when Easter was 15 days later. 


WEATHER CONDITIONS 


East of the Mississippi River the substantial and widespread 
precipitation that occurred during the week ended April 7, fur- 
ther improved soil conditions, and the ground is now moist down 
to a considerable depth. 


Between the Mississippi River and Rocky Mountains bene- 
ficial precipitation occurred in the north, but in central and 
southern districts the soil is amply moist from preceding rains. 
The sections now mostly in need of additional moisture are the 
Lake region, parts of the upper Mississippi Valley, portions of 
the northwestern Great Plains, the eastern Great Basin, and 
California. The Pacific Northwest has been amply supplied for 
present needs. 

While the soil now has sufficient moisture rather generally 
for planting, germination, and growth of spring crops, the prog- 
ress of vegetation has been retarded considerably throughout 
the central and southern portions of the country, because of the 
persistent coolness. 


CONDITION OF SOUTHERN PEACHES 


In the 10 Southern States, the reported condition of peaches 
on April 1 is 71.8 per cent compared with 52.0 per cent on 
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April 1 last year and a six-year average of 73.7 per cent, accord- 
ing to the Government crop report. 

In the important South Atlantic States, the peach crop 
prospect is quite favorable, with little or no damage from cold 
to date and with possibility that some thinning may be necessary. 
In the South Central States, unseasonably cool weather has held 
the crop back and frosts the last week in March caused much 
damage, particularly in northern Texas, Oklahoma and western 
Arkansas. The reported conditions in the 10 States cannot 
safely be used at this early date for forecasting production. 


TRUCK CROP PROSPECTS 


Following are notes from the April 9 truck crop report of 
the Department of Agriculture: 

BEANS.—The snap bean production forecast for the early 
group of states is 23 per cent below last spring’s production, 
although it is 8 per cent above the average production for the 
previous five years, 1925 to 1929. The estimated acreage is 
9 per cent smaller than last spring’s acreage, and the yield per 
acre is expected to be 15 per cent below both the 1930 and the 
5-year average yield. 


CABBAGE.—The estimated acreage for the second early group 
of states is 6 per cent smaller than the 1930 acreage and 17 per 
cent smaller than the average acreage for the 5-year period, 
1925 to 1929. However, the yield per acre is expected to be 8 
per cent above the 1930 yield, and the production forecast at 
96,000 tons is 4 per cent greater than the 1930 estimated pro- 
duction of 92,500 tons. If the crop develops as now forecast 
it will be 19 per cent below the 5-year average production, 1925 
to 1929. The production forecast for the states reported to date, 
in the fall, early and second early groups, is 40 per cent larger 
than last year’s production and 14 per cent larger than the 
5-year average production. 


PeEAS.—In the second early group of states, a production of 
green peas 41 per cent larger than last year’s production is 
forecast on an acreage estimated to be 23 per cent greater than 
the 1980 acreage. Present indications are for higher yields in 
California and Mississippi and lower yields in Louisiana and 
South Carolina. The total estimated acreage, planted and in- 
tended, for all states reported to date is 14 per cent greater 
than last year’s acreage and 69 per cent greater than the average 
acreage for the previous five years, 1925 to 1929. Compared 
with last year’s acreage, there appears to be an increase of 23 
per cent in the planted acreage in the second early group. 


i 
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Growers’ intention reports point to the possibility of a 24 per 
cent increase in the first intermediate group, an increase of 5 
per cent in the second intermediate group, and an increase of 
7 per cent in the first iate group. 

STRAWBERRIES.—The forecast of strawberry production for 
the second early group of states is about the same as last year’s 
estimated production. Higher yields are expected in all states 
in this group and offset the decrease of 27 per cent in the esti- 
mated acreage. Compared with the average acreage and pro- 
duction for the previous five years, 1925 to 1929, both acreage 
and expected production appear to be about 37 per cent less. 
The combined forecasts for the early and second early groups of 
states is 2 per cent above the 1930 production and 16 per cent 
below the 5-year average production. 


TOMATOES.—In southwest Missouri tomatoes for canning 
will probably be on a reduced acreage, as the canners are offer- 
ing a lower contract price and are advising growers to plant a 
smaller acreage than last year. 

It is roughly estimated that about the same acreage of to- 
mato plants will be grown this year in the Moapa Valley 
(Nevada) as last year, when about 22,000,000 plants were 
shipped out. 

TRUCK CROP MARKETS 


Grapefruit shipments increased during the week ended April 
4 to 1,020 cars as the Florida output totaled 975. California was 
credited with about 30 and Arizona with 15 cars, while some 30 
carloads of grapefruit arrived from Porto Rico. Orange output 
decreased slightly to 2,390 cars, but was still 40 per cent heavier 
than a year ago. California orange shipments totaled only 1,690 
for the week and Florida 700 cars. Movement of mixed citrus 
from Florida decreased to about 280 cars and California origi- 
nated 40. 


Snap bean forwardings from Florida increased to 140 cars 
during the week; southern Texas originated 10 cars. California 
carrot movement dropped to 160 and Texas to 55 cars. Arizona 
shipped a few carrots, but total new-crop shipments were 40 
per cent lighter than those of the same period last season. New 
York sent 50 cars of old-crop carrots to market. Movement of 
135 cars of cauliflower from California and Oregon was less than 
half that of early April, 1930. 

Central California output of green peas increased greatly to 
145 cars and other parts of that state and Florida shipped only a 
few carloads. Texas spinach season was approaching an end, 
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with only 235 cars last week. Virginia spinach output increased 
sharply to 110 cars. 

Shipments of strawberries from Louisiana increased rapidly 
to 100 cars, while Florida decreased to 210 and Texas originated 
a few cars. Total movement was twice that of a year ago. 

Market supplies of asparagus were quite liberal, although 
the California output decreased to 510 cars. First carlot ship- 
ments were moving from Georgia and South Carolina and a few 
cars came from Arizona. Some Sacramento California aspara- 
gus was being hauled by motor truck as far as Seattle. 

Texas cabbage shipments decreased only slightly to 630 cars, 
and Florida originated 170; Alabama sent 10 cars to market. 
Total movement of 815 carloads of new-crop cabbage compared 
with 555 a year ago. 


Cuba sent 23 carloads of tomatoes to the United States, and 
arrivals from Mexico decreased to 385 cars. Florida’s output 
decreased slightly to 140 cars, as against 270 a year ago. 

Combined shipments of 28 fruits and vegetables decreased 
to 16,610 cars, or 600 less than last spring. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


March March Merch ‘Total this Total last Total 
20-Apr.4 22-28 380-Apr.5 season thru seasonthru last 


Commodity 1931 1981 1930 April 4 April 5 season 

Apples, total Min 1,126 1,189 104,108 97,400 102,801 

Eastern states 223 202 41 42,001 49,584 51,430 

Western states 746 GOS 62,102 47,816 51 
Asparagus 442 1,688 1,148 2,780 
Beans, snap and lima: : 

Domestic 1538 137 16h 2,030 2,011 9,557 

Imports 5 7 3 17 8 & 
Beets 39 08 833 
Cabage : 

1931) season 814 1,008 6,827 38,060 

1930 season MM 100 4 38,060 44,195 44,20 
Carrots: 

1931) season 242 $21 4138 5.275 5,827 11,081 

1930 4s 4h 11,081 11,025 12,149 
Cauliflower 136 2s0 207 S840 8,740 535 
Pears 41 | no 28.518 20,40 21,147 
Peas, green: 

Domestic 173 146 131 1,700 1,124 6,800 

Imports 1 6 : 1,344 2,118 2,118 
Peppers : 

Domestic 62 DA 1,207 619 2,704 

Imports ih 10 22 277 387 477 
Spinach 477 489 7,713 T7047 9,638 
Strawberries 320 208 158 1,653 1,706 10,664 
Tomatoes : 

Domestic 142 155 200 2,021 2,428 38,491 

Imports 408 44 O67 4,496 5,736 7,039 
Vegetables, mixed: 

Domestic 730 26 O58 10,236 9,721 31,084 

Imports 19 11 20 230 280 350 
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SPECIAL REPORT ON RETAILING IN WASHINGTON 


A special report has been issued by the Census Bureau, 
giving summary figures relating to retail distribution in the 
city of Washington. Besides the kind of information that is 
being published for all other cities having over 10,000 popula- 
tion, this report has a special section on operating expense, 
rental rates, employment, credit and installment business, re- 
turns and allowances, and tables showing what commodities are 
sold in each principal kind of store. 

Retail stores in Washington in 1929 numbered 5,917, of 
which 2,369 were in the food group. The total net sales of the 
food group were $81,857,516. Of these 2,369 food stores, 533 
were classed as grocery stores having net sales of $14,369,424, 
and 1,036 were combination (grocery and meat) stores with net 
sales of $42,770,878. The remaining 800 stores in the group 
include candy and confectionery stores, delicatessen stores, meat 
markets, dairy products, bakery goods, etc. 

Of the grocery and combination stores and meat markets, 
1,235 were single-store independents, 56 local multi-units, and 
493 sectional and national chains. Single-store independents had 
47.63 per cent of the total sales of these three classes of stores, 
the local multi-units 4.48 per cent, and the sectional and national 
chains 47.89 per cent. 

Only 559 retailers were able to report their sales in detail 
by commodities. Of these, 96 were in the food group and their 
sales were 22.4 per cent of the total sales of the food group. 
The report furnishes a further breakdown of the sales, by com- 
modities, in these food stores, showing that in 17 stores selling 
dairy products, eggs and poultry (total sales, $9,328,723) canned 
goods formed 0.01 per cent of the sales; in 3 delicatessen stores 
(total sales, $249,345) canned goods formed 12.43 per cent; in 
5 fruit and vegetable stores (total sales, $1,235,194) canned 
goods formed 7.7 per cent; in 4 grocery stores (total sales, 
$396,112) canned goods formed 54.61 per cent; in 47 combina- 
tion grocery and meat stores (total sales, $5,382,137) canned 
goods formed 19.85 per cent. 

The Census Bureau states that the form of presentation and 
even the content of the report are tentative, and the bulletin is 
issued to illustrate what can be shown for other cities in the 
final series of reports. 


COOPERATIVE SALES AGENCY PLANS ADVANCED 


The Federal Farm Board announced on April 8 that an or- 
ganization committee of fourteen members had been selected to 
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develop the details of a proposed cooperative sales agency plan 
for the selling of miscellaneous fruits and vegetables. This an- 
nouncement followed a series of three conferences—at Washing- 
ton, Jacksonville and St. Louis—at which fruit and vegetables co- 
operatives from 21 states were represented. The organization 
committee, members of which were selected at the various con- 
ferences, will meet on a date to be announced later by the Farm 
Board. 
PACIFIC SALMON PACK 


The Pacific salmon pack in 1930 totaled 10,438,645 cases, 
according to a summary prepared by the U. S. Bureau of Fish- 
eries from its own records, the statistical number of the “Pacific 
Fisherman,” and data furnished by the Mitsubishi Company. 
The following table summarizes the pack by species and districts, 
for 1930: 


Coast Britivh 

Alaska States Col, Siberia Japan Total 

Cases Cases Cases C Cases Cases 
King or Chinook 50,922 $138,255 36,526 316 418,019 
Red or Sockeye... 851,514 882,167 519,711 170. 429 10, 743 2,543,564 
Coho or Silver 332,422 248,400 160,168 179,152 910,151 
Humpback or Pink 3,188,534 19,274 1,111,087 7h), .064 367,586 5,437,845 
Chum 599,034 72,850 401,900 34,083 125 1,100,792 
Steelhead oe 152 18,045 1,577 19,774 
Total 5,082,478 1,04, ooo 2, 221,81 1, Thi 404 10, 4: 38,045 


ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE 


The report of the agricultural economics staff of the College 
of Agriculture of the University of California on the “Economic 
Problems of California Agriculture,” has been issued in bulletin 
form (Bulletin 504). It deals with the development of and recent 
changes in California agriculture, land utilization, agricultural 
credit, taxation, marketing, and individual adjustments by farm- 
ers. It presents recommendations as to activities that should be 
undertaken by the state, the various agricultural groups, and in- 
dividual farmers to meet their various problems. 
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